COURSE: Supporting Children with Exceptionalities
 3 PART RESEARCH PROJECT – 3 PARTS@ 15 MARKS EACH = 45 MARKS
       The broad goal of this 3 part project is to investigate and report in a small collaborative group on major disabilities early childhood professionals are most likely to find in their programs and classrooms. Students will form into groups of 3 for this research project. There are 3 disabilities that each group will explore, i.e., CEREBRAL PALSY, DOWN SYNDROME, and AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER.
        Each of the group members will be responsible for inputting into three different papers. A “real child” case study for each disability is provided for the group as a focus for each part of the project. For each case study, the student will prepare a paper using the appropriate criteria. All group members are equally responsible for keeping their research materials for each part of the project to pass on to the next person writing about that specific disability to help support and encourage the collaborative process. Only appropriate and relevant information sources including textbooks, the Internet and any other sources group members find, are to be used to generate knowledge about each disability.

       The project sections will each address the following global criteria:

Part 1 is a clear and complete description of the disability. 
Part 2 is information about diagnosis and treatment methods available 
Part 3 is information about the challenges faced by family members of the child and programming challenges faced by the early childhood professionals as well as options for were to get support in the community for the child and the family
       Each research paper will discuss the information in the case study AND more general information about children who have that disability. 
       Each group member will be assigned a different part of each report for each disability so that all members will have experience with all parts of this project. Sound complicated? The actual project work is straight forward once group members are clear about who is doing what for each case study. Thus, your professor will provide a “sign-up” map for group members to fill in at the beginning of this project. Your professor will also be available for guidance throughout.

       Each group hands the professor the completed research papers in the appropriate hard copy format.
  

